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Dr. Terry Bowen 

Above: Memorial plaque outside the Bowen 
Student Alcove in building 51 and dedicated 
to Dr. Bowen by the Pre-Law Program, its 
board and faculty in the PSPA Department. 

Remembering Dr. Bowen 
The Naming of the Bowen Student Alcove 

 

In 2006, members of the Pre-Law Program Board of Advisors, former 
students and the faculty from the Political Science and Public 
Administration department generously contributed funds to the dedication 
of the building’s second-floor, student alcove in memory of Dr. Terry 
Bowen. In November of 2007, the alcove was officially named the 
Bowen Student Alcove.  

“Dr. Bowen was not only an outstanding classroom instructor in the 
Political Science and Public Administration department, he was an 
inspiration to other faculty members and students,” said Mr. Martin 
Edwards, Director of the Pre-Law Program.  

He had been elected to many major faculty leadership positions prior 
to his untimely death. For the students and faculty members who had the 
pleasure and opportunity to know him, his death was a tragedy, but for 
those who never had such an opportunity it was an even greater loss.   

 
UNF Professor Shares Memories of a Former Colleague 

By Dr. Henry Thomas 

 

Many of the students at UNF today never had an opportunity to know Dr. Terry 
Bowen.  These few comments will try to tell you a bit about him. 

At the time of his death, Dr. Bowen was only 41 years of age. He was Chairman of the 
Department of Political Science & Public Administration. He was a husband, a father of 
two middle school age sons, and served as a coach for one of the Mandarin area soccer 
teams.   

First and foremost, however, Terry was an Auburn Tiger. He received his BA and MA 
in Political Science from Auburn in 1984 and 1987 respectively. Terry received his Ph.D. 
in Political Science from the University of Tennessee in 1992 at the age of 30. Terry was a 
fierce Auburn football fan and even had a picture of then Auburn coach Terry Bowden on his office wall. While 
Terry could be rough on Gators, he saved his most serious torments for the Roll Tide crowd; he gave them no 
comfort or quarter. 

Dr. Bowen’s research interest was public law with a focus on judicial policy and public administration. Yet, it 
is easiest to understand Dr. Terry Bowen’s relationship with students by looking at comments students made when 
he died.  

One student wrote, “Dr. Bowen was not only a great professor, he was a great friend.”   
Others told of meeting Terry for the first time, “I remember the first time I met Dr. Bowen.  It was an 

Introduction to Government class. At this time in my academic career, I was really searching for a degree track to 
follow. So I decided to try Political Science. Dr Bowen was so knowledgeable and passionate about the subject 
matter it intrigued me. I approached him after class and introduced myself. I asked him how he and everyone in the 
class knew so much about the issues we had been discussing. He asked me in his thick southern draw.  ‘Well, son,, 
do you read the paper?’  I said, ‘No, sir.’  ‘Do you watch the news?’ No, sir. ‘Do you follow along with what’s 
going on in Congress?’  No, sir.  ‘Do you even know who your senators or state representatives are?’  No, Sir.  
Well, he just laughed out loud at this and told me I needed to start paying attention to the world that was going on 
around me. So I did. And thus begin my studies of Political Science."  

Yet another student wrote, “I'll never forget the first time I met Dr. Bowen. I haven't been the same person 
since. I took my first class with Dr. Bowen early in my time at UNF and was hooked.  With his Southern charm, 
quick wit and love for students I often forgot I was in a classroom."  

It was this relationship with students that was so special about Dr. Terry Bowen.  
continued on page 22
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Letter from the Director:  

 

Dear Students, 
What can I say about the Fall, 2008 newsletter that is not 

immediately evident to anyone perusing its pages! It is chock full of 
interesting articles written by current and former UNF Pre-Law 
students. The fact that this newsletter could be so successful is a 
testament to the academic progress of so many Pre-Law Students and 
our graduates. The articles are informative, insightful and sometimes 
humorous. This newsletter is something of which we can al be proud. My 
special thank you and appreciation goes to Catherine Moore who 
compiled the articles, cajoled the authors and edited this edition.  

We are excited about Pre-Law Day which is coming up on Thursday,  
October 23rd. In all likelihood we will have a record number of law schools in attendance and a major 
keynote speaker will kick off the event. Our on campus board luncheon is scheduled for Wednesday, 
October 8th. We will soon be announcing a new development with respect to Pre-Law Scholarships. 
Welcome back to campus and let’s hope we have a happy and prosperous academic year for 2008-2009. 

Mr. E 

 

Above: UNF students meet with representatives from over thirty  law 
school from around the nation during a previous Pre-Law Day. 

Above: UNF students listen as a past Pre-Law Day speaker addresses 
issues relating to the law and the legal profession. 

 

Pre-Law Day, October 23rd  
A Great Opportunity to Meet with Law Schools from Around the Country 

 

It is once again time for the University of 
North Florida’s Annual Pre-Law Day. Each year, 
law schools from across the country converge on 
Building 14 to meet with and answer student 
questions about law school and the application 
process.  

This year, Pre-Law Day will be held 
Thursday, October 23, 2008 in the first floor of 
Building 14 and will include admission 
representatives from across Florida such as the 
UF Levin College of Law, FSU School of Law, 
Stetson Law School and Florida Coastal School of 
Law, among many others. 

As always, Pre-Law Day also incorporates 
guest speakers. Last year, State Attorney Harry 
Shorstein spoke on his experiences working in the 
legal community and offered some advice to 
prospective law school students. This year will be 
no exception. In the upcoming month, we will 
announce this year’s keynote speaker who will 
likely be another prominent member of the legal 
community. 

Keep your eyes and ears alert for more 
information on this year’s Pre-Law Day. We look 
forward to seeing you there. 

Above: Pre-Law Program 
Director, Martin Edwards, stands 
behind the 2008 Mock Trial course 
Team Coaches (from left to right) 
Ali Tedrick and Angel Kalafatis. 
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Florida Law School Profiles 
Former UNF Students Discuss Their Law School Experiences 

 

Florida Coastal School of Law  
 According to Lesley McKinney, UNF grad and FCSL 3L 

One of the biggest pros of going to a private, for-profit law school is the 
perception of students as “customers” rather than “consumers,” meaning, without 
student success and satisfaction, the bottom line suffers.  As such, there is a very 
close relationship between the students and faculty, student morale “perks” that 
may not be present at public schools, and the benefit of local operation and 
decision making that isn’t possible in a state-run school. 

However, the tuition is much higher at a private, for-profit school. But, keep 
in mind, everything can be negotiated. The school is not bound by parameters set 
by a Board of Regents or a state’s legislature.  With this in mind, if you plan on attending a for-profit law school, 
negotiate for a higher scholarship and/or bigger allowances. In order to keep a high-potential student, the school will 
make it worth that student’s effort. After all, the quality of the student body and the success of the alumni improves the 
reputation of the school and, in so doing, increases profits.  It is not unrealistic to negotiate a deal that makes the cost of 
attendance at a private, for-profit school on par with that of a state school – same price, more perks. 

Law school is a major upheaval. Understand that and adjust the other aspects of life to be as low stress as possible. 
That includes “good” stress as well as “bad” stress. The first year of law school is not the time to undertake anything 
that draws time, thought, or energy away from your studies.  If anyone tries to convince you that it isn’t more difficult 
and demanding than anything you’ve done academically – perhaps beyond what you thought you could accomplish – 
question their accuracy or honesty. But remember, law school does not last forever.  There will always be time to do the 
things that you put off during school. 

For more from FCSL, see “Pre-law Forum II” on page 7  
Or see “The First Year of Law School” on page 19.  

 
Florida State University College of Law  
According to Jeremy Kespohl, UNF & FSU Law grad and Associate at Bromagan & Rathet, P.A. 

I was very fortunate in my law school education to experience both a small 
private school education at Florida Coastal School of Law and a larger public 
state school education at Florida State University. There are a number of 
advantages to attending a public law school which you may want to take into 
consideration in selecting the law school you wish to attend.  

First, the state schools tend to be more established. This means your degree 
will have more value, you will have a stronger alumni base, and you may find 
that job placement will be easier. Second, the professors at state schools tend to 
have more experience and more impressive credentials than those at private 
schools (with some exceptions like elite private schools such as Harvard, for 

example). Finally, the advantage not to be forgotten is cost. State schools tend to be much more affordable than private 
schools. While this should not be your primary concern in selecting a school, most students must take student loans to 
cover their educational expenses. The higher the tuition the more you will have to borrow and the higher your monthly 
payment will be once you have to start repaying your loans. 

The best advice I would give students when they start the law school selection process is to start early. Take the 
time to visit the schools in which you are interested. Take a tour of the facilities, sit in on a class, and speak with some 
of the students and faculty there. The law school you eventually choose is the place where you will spend a major part 
of your life for three years, so you want to make sure you will be comfortable in this atmosphere. Also, make sure to 
take advantage of the many resources available to you through the UNF Pre-Law Program, which may aide you in your 
decision. 

For more information on Jeremy Kespohl, UNF’s new Mock Trial Team Coach,  
see “Mock Trial team” on page 11. 
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Florida Law School Profiles Continued 

 

Stetson University College of Law  
According to Julie Simonsen, Stetson Law Student, Stetson Ambassador & UNF grad: 

Stetson Law was initially built in the 1920s to be the Rolyat Resort 
Hotel. However, the stunning campus located in Gulfport, FL with its 
beautiful Spanish architecture which reflects its lush beginnings is not the 
only thing Stetson Law offers its students.  

The devotion of Stetson Law’s entire faculty and staff to the law students 
is incredible and unique. Since the Stetson Law campus is actually located in 
a separate city from that of the undergraduate university, the faculty and staff 
of the Stetson Law campus are devoted 110% to our law students. From your 
first tour, likely by a volunteer student-ambassador like myself, to your 
meetings with Admissions and Financial Aid, you will see how highly 

competent and enthusiastic everyone at Stetson is.  
Beyond the devotion of its faculty and staff, Stetson Law also has a diverse student body.  There are full-time and 

part-time students, students who are earning a joint J.D/M.B.A degree, those with varied concentration, such as 
International Law, Advocacy, or Elder Law, and even students seeking their L.L.M. degree. Our law students come 
from all over the country and sometimes, the world; there are students at Stetson from all age groups as well.   

Stetson Law is also ranked as a top-quality law school in a variety of categories.  Stetson is ranked in the Top 100 
law schools, as well as, #1 in Advocacy, a title we have held for quite some time. We are also ranked # 6 in Legal 
Writing.   

Stetson is, of course, a private school and, as such, has higher tuition than state law schools. However, in my 
personal experience at Stetson, the price of tuition has been completely overcome by the level of scholarship and 
engagement between our professors and students, our lively campus activities, the camaraderie between students, and 
our top-notch career counseling.   

continued on page 23 
 

 According to Patrick Causey, Stetson Law Student & UNF grad:  

First and foremost, let me say congratulations for making this decision. Law school is 
a very exciting and challenging experience, and I wish every one of you the best. As for 
advice, the best I can give you is three-pronged: first, commit to the idea of going to 
professional school. Although law school is not as bad as the horror stories I assume all 
of you have heard, college life still pales in comparison. Therefore, I urge you to consider 
taking time off before starting.  

One of the best things that I did was to take eight months off before I started school 
and highly recommend the same for you. Save money, spend time with your friends and 
family, and get your life in order because once you start law school it does take over the 
majority of your time.  

Secondly, stay on top of the work. The temptation will come to put things off for 
another day, but there is too much work to do for you to have time to catch up on past 
work; so stay on top of your assignments, and it will make things much easier.  

Lastly, have some physical hobby that allows you to de-stress. Whether it is working 
out, playing sports, or riding a bike, any type of physical activity will help. Law school can be fairly intimidating at 
times. Allowing yourself the time to decompress will help raise your energy levels and improve your concentration.  

As for my experience at Stetson, I only have positive things to say. It is in a great location (about 20 minutes from 
Tampa and 10 from the beach), the class sizes are great (anywhere from 30-70 at the most), and it is not the type of cut 
throat school where people will be tearing pages out of books to gain that extra edge. Everyone from the professors to 
the upper classmen have been extremely helpful since the first day I stepped onto the campus. I was fortunate enough to 
make moot court and become involved in various organizations on campus, and encourage you to consider doing the 
same! Thank you for your time, and best of luck to all of you! 
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Florida Law School Profiles Continued 

 

University of Florida Levin College of Law  
 According to Wesley Page, UF Law Student & UNF grad:  

First year of law school is something else. Despite anything you read or anything people 
tell you, nothing will be able to encapsulate how you react to your first year. 

Without a doubt, law school is the single hardest thing I have ever done. It is also the most 
rewarding. Your first year will be like that – an odd dichotomy between stress and 
accomplishment. Law school will be difficult because it will demand more from you than 
anything else you have done. There will be more reading, more attention to detail, and more 
work in general. It is stressful; I won’t lie about that. But at the same time you will find a sense 
of accomplishment from what you are doing. The hours of reading will begin to fall into place, 
and you will gain a sense of pride when you are able to parse a 90-page case into a few clear 
and concise thoughts. 

Law school has a strange habit of taking the shared experience of the one-hundred to four-hundred persons in your 
class and making it highly personal. Each person I've met so far has reacted to law in a different way. For some, it's how 
they react to the reading, for others it's the volume of work and the hours, but for others still it's the experience of it all.  

The hardest moment you’ll face, that time when you’ll never feel more alone at law school, is the first time you are 
called on in a class. Everyone hears rumors and horror stories about professors tearing apart students who couldn’t 
recall from memory the most obscure detail of a case. Everyone worries that it will happen to them. And even when I 
tell you it won’t, you’ll still worry that it’ll happen to you. 

Here’s the secret: you do know the answers. You do know the details. The teachers just want you to think about 
them in different ways. It’ll be over and done in a few minutes, and you’ll have survived. Then when class ends, all your 
classmates will come up and congratulate you on how you handled it, and that sense of accomplishment creeps back in. 

Your first year of law school is, despite the size of the classes, a largely personal endeavor. Including class, you pull 
fourteen to sixteen hour days at school, oftentimes reading cases well into the evening. You spend a lot of time alone, be 
it at the library, at your apartment, or wherever you find yourself. No one can read the cases for you, no one can take 
your place at exam time. There's a lot of time alone with your thoughts, and each person understands how they as a 
person use that time. Success in law school is managing that time alone wisely, and learning how best you study. 

You’ll spend plenty of time together too. Your classmates that first year will become some of your good friends. 
The shared experience and trials of your first year will do that. You’ll have study groups, group activities, and events 
with your fellow first years. You’re all going through the same experience, but you’re all getting to experience it a little 
differently. 

The bottom line is this: the reward you feel from your first year of law school lies in the answer to a simple 
question, “Do you love the law?” The answer is critical, because your first year is going to be too much if you don’t. 
During the week I go to class, read between classes, and then read some more after classes. I write up case briefs and 
add to the rudiments of an outline. At length I retreat home, and then find that I can't even relax without thinking about 
things like a lawyer. Simple sentences on TV become possible opportunities for a claim, website rumors the stuff of 
defamation. I don't see how you could live like this, allow something to so completely dominate your waking (and at 
times sleeping) moments unless you truly love that thing. It's what makes law school, for all the struggles and 
challenges it presents to me, for every hurdle it makes me clear, for every last bit of minutiae that threatens to drive me 
mad, for all of that, it's my love of what I'm doing that makes it worth it. 

I'm going to graduate in two years, and I'm going to be a lawyer. It is who I am and who I want to be. Law school, 
in my first year of being here, has taught that to me. And knowing that answer makes the time I've spent here worth 
every moment. 
 

For more about UF from another former UNF student,  
see “Experiencing UF Law,” on page 20. 
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Above: Students listen as FCSL representatives discuss 
law school and the application process. 

Above: FCSL Associate Professor Jeffery McFarland 
speaks to crowded room of Pre-Law students. 

Pre-Law Forum II-FCSL  

Guest Speakers

 
Dexter Smith 

Associate Director of Admissions 

Jeffery McFarland 
Associate Professor of Law 

Robert Hornstein  

Assistant Professor of Law 
 

Lindsay Carter-Tidwell 

Academic Success Counselor 

Edward Sarnowski 

Third year FCSL student  

Lesley McKinney 

Second year FCSL student 
 

Pre-Law Forum II 
 Tips from Florida Coastal School of Law  

 

Each spring semester, the UNF Pre-Law Program invites 
representatives from popular law schools to come and speak with 
UNF students. These representatives offer their advice and are 
available to answer student questions. On February 29, 2008, 
representatives from Florida Coastal School of Law (FCSL) came 
to the UNF campus to meet with students and discuss law school 
and the application process for Pre-Law Forum II.  

 
Questions Regarding the Application Process 

What makes a student stand out? 
Admissions representatives consider your major, GPA, LSAT score, 

personal statement and letters of recommendation, but not necessarily in 
that order, when assessing your application. According to Dexter Smith, 
FCSL Associate Director of Admissions, there are good and bad ways of 
making your application stand out. This said, it is not advisable to join 
groups just to put them on your resumé. Join the ones you feel passionate 
about or have a real interest in.  
What about Letters of Recommendation? 
 Although each school’s letter of recommendation policy varies, most 
schools require at least two letters of recommendation. Since these letters 
offer law schools a window into your character and abilities, it is in your 
favor to submit two strong letters. According to Smith, the best letters of 
recommendation come from professors who really know you. He suggests 
students get to know their professors by taking multiple classes from them 
and asserting yourself. Also, recommendations from professors hold more 
value than those from employers. According to FCSL Associate Professor 
Jeffery McFarland, “academic recommendations are favored.” 
How should I write my Personal Statement?  

In your personal statement, avoid typos and insincerity. Instead, be yourself. McFarland suggest students 
never say “I wanted to be a lawyer since birth;” according to him, it sounds disingenuous. Also, don’t use your 
personal statement to explain your academic record or other such issues.  

Questions About Law School Itself 
Why go to law school? 

Knowing why you want to go to law school before you 
get there is important. Some people go to law school because 
they don’t know what else to do; McFarland advises against 
this. According to McFarland, “it is very hard to stay 
motivated if you aren’t sure you want it.” The amount and 
difficulty of work associated with law school puts great strain 
on your personal life and as a result must be done for the right 
reasons. 
How should I prepare for law school? 

Take opprotunities as an undergrad to prepare yourself for law school. Developing your writing skills is 
important. McFarland suggests finding a major that promotes your writing skills since writing is an essential part 
of law school. FCSL Assistant Professor Robert Hornstein recalled his first experiences as an attorney, “Before I 
ever got into the courtroom, I had to write scores of documents.” In addition, Hornstein added that understanding 
human nature is also important. He suggests students take courses to learn about human nature such as history, 
literature, philosophy, biology, etc…  

continued on page 22 
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Florida Law Schools Passage Rates,
Feburary 2008 Bar Exam
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The Bar Exam 
Considering Passage Rates When Considering Law Schools 

 

The Bar Exam is a serious test. It is the culmination of nearly two decades of education and studying. By 
passing the Bar, law students have earned the priviledge of practicing the craft for which they have so diligently 
prepared during their educational years.  

For this reason, undergraduate students should look carefully at potential law schools and consider each law 
school’s Bar exam passage rate when deciding where to attend. As a law student, you will spend plenty of time, 
money and energy to achieve your degree, so why shouldn’t your choosen law school be the one that will prepare 
you sufficiently to pass that final deciding exam.  

"You're taking a test for the rest of your life," explained 25-year-old Anna Abbott in an interview with 
Florida Times Union writer Adam Aasen in a July 22, 2008 article entitled “Students feel burden of the Bar.” 
She added, "I've spent 20 years in school leading up to this point. There's a whole lot riding on it for me."  

According to the article, “About 3,500 students - 200 from Florida Coastal - will be taking the Bar exam 
on July 29 and 30 in Tampa. On average, one in four will fail.” 

The test is difficult for several reasons, including its length, as well as the questions themselves. The Bar 
exam lasts 12 hours and includes 300 multiple-choice questions and some essays. The questions are often 
ones that were not necessarily taught in law school.  

The pressure not to fail is high. Students don’t want to disappoint friends and family who have been 
with them throughout their educational journey. They additionally feel the pressure of their student loans 
weighing heavily down on them, not to mention the cost of the test itself. Many students spend over $3,000 on 
test preparation courses, over $800 to apply for the test and around $500 for the travel expenses like 
transportation and hotel stays associated with taking the exam. By the end of the test, a student may have 
spent nearly $5,000 just to take and pass the exam.  

continued on page 23 

Note: Percentages have been rounded. 
Source: Florida Board of Bar Examiners 
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For More Information 

You can find the FSU Law Handout, The Hidden Sources of Law School Stress at 
http://www.law.fsu.edu/academic_programs/humanizing_lawschool/images/ep.pdf 

or google “law school stress” to find the link. 

Another source of information on how to identify and deal with stress in law school comes from the  
American Bar Association website. The Mental Health Toolkit can be found at 

http://www.abanet.org/lsd/mentalhealth/toolkit.pdf 

Above: 
Newsletter 

Editor,  
Catherine Moore 

Facing Stress & Depression in Law School 

By Catherine Moore 

 

In the Opinion section of the December 2005 edition of Student Lawyer, former 
cardiologist and law school graduate, Rosemary McGeady, discusses how stress effects 
learning. As a graduate of medical school and a veteran of private practice medicine, McGeady 
was surprised by how stressful the first year of law school was. She says of that first year, “I 
perceived increasing levels of anxiety, insomnia, stress-related physical ailments and 
depression in my classmates—and in myself.” 

According to McGeady, studies suggests that up to 40 percent of law students suffer some 
form of depression and that those numbers often extend beyond law school itself.  

“A number of researchers have concluded that the incidence of alcholism, depression and 
other psychiatric disorders in practicing lawyers is higher than in any other profession,” says 
McGeady.  

McGeady surmises that much of the stress associated with law school is connected to the ways in which law 
school is taught and the different ways in which students learn. She referenced a Seattle Univeristy Law Review 
article by Professor M.H. Jacobson entitled “A Primer on Learning Styles: Reaching Every Student.” In the article, 
Jacobson discusses individual styles of “information processing,” which Jacobson claims fall into five categories 
including the “primarily verbal learners, visual learner, oral learners, aural lerners, or tacitile and kinesthetic 
learners.”  

McGeady argues that the one-size-fits-all teaching methods of law school do not reflect the actual learning 
patterns of students. Subsequently, this inconsistency between practice and reality causes unnecessary stress. 
According to McGeady, law schools generally use the Socratic Method and have done so since 1870. However, 
McGeady argues that this method may be the primary source of law school-related anxiety.  

“Students experience fear upon being called on in class and shame and humiliation when they get an answer 
wrong or are inadequately prepared,” says McGeady. 

Although some might argue that the potential embarassment of not being prepared for class will push students 
to perform better or that such a method simulates the real world importance of adequate preparation, McGeady 
disagrees. She argues that the emotional responses associated with the Socratic Method, “fear, disgust and 
aggression, are processed in the lower, ancestral parts of the brain, particularly the amygdala.” When stimulated, 
the amygdala also causes “confusion, amnesia, changes in levels of awareness and sometimes hallucinations.” 

McGeady argues that the constant stimulation of of amygdala may “explain the prevalence of depression in the 
legal profession.” In order to counteract such a noxious setting, McGeady suggests law schools more actively 
educate students about and respond to students with symptoms of depression, as well as, seek to change the system 
for the better.  

Florida Coastal School of Law Mental Health Counselor, Virigina Swartz, likewise considers law school “a 
high stress environment.” In her first year working with law students, she says “within two weeks, I was totally 
booked with students dealing with stress.” “Grading and testing are very stressful,” claims Swartz. She explained 
that although most students attend law school as A or B students, many of these students are receiving the first C’s 
or D’s of their academic career because of the forced curve. “Facing that is hard on their self-esteem,” Swartz says, 

However, there is a movement in some law schools to humanize the process of becoming an attorney. An 
outspoken supporter of this is Lawerence Kieger, Clinical Professor and Director of Clinical Externship Programs 
at Florida State University College of Law (FSU Law). In a handout distributed by FSU Law entitled The Hidden 
Sources of Law School Stress, Krieger discusses the difference between healthy and unhealthy stress and how best 
to deal with the stresses of law school.  

continued on page 24 



10  UNF Pre-Law Newsletter 
 

Circuit Court Judge Russell Healey listens to 
objections from the student attorneys during 

the Lone Ranger trials. 

Above, from left to right: Lone Ranger, played by Dustin Keeney sits 
with his counsel, student attorney Andrea Farah, team coach Ali Tedrick 

and student attorney John Moore. 

Brace Beemer, played by Douglas Dean, calmly awaits the start of the trial 
as his attorneys put together the last minute details of their case. 

Lone Ranger vs. Brace Beemer 
Lone Ranger Sues for Aggravated Battery during the 2008 Mock Trial Course 

By Catherine Moore 

 

At the close of the Summer A 2008 semester, the Lone Ranger and his team of skilled young “lawyers” 
awaited patiently for the jury to return their verdict. In the courtroom, witnesses Annie Oakley, Doc Holiday 
and Tonto sat among the townspeople with baited breath as Judge Healy presided over the tense and 
controversial case.  

In a case involving racial injustices, assault 
and old-fashioned cowboy pride, the cowboy 
Lone Ranger sat opposed to his rival Brace 
Beemer in a lawsuit accusing Beemer of 
aggravated battery against the Lone Ranger and 
his sidekick Tonto. The plaintiff, Lone Ranger, 
was represented by a team of young and talented 
“lawyers” headed by team captain Arielle 
Schneider and team coach Ali Tedrick, a local 
attorney and member of the Pre-Law Board of Advisors. On the other side of the courtroom, Beemer’s 
defense team was headed by team captain Jessica Lightfoot and team coach Angel Kalafatis, one of the Pre-
Law Program’s former assistants.  

This case, however, was no ordinary lawsuit. The drama playing 
out in the courtroom, a reconstituted classroom in Building 51, was the 
culmination of a semester-long course entitled “Mock Trial” which is 
taught every Summer A by Pre-Law Director and Political Science 
instructor, Martin Edwards. Yet, the fact that this was only a mock 
trial did not minimize the experience for the students involved in 
preparing for and conducting a full trial. 

“Never had I experienced a rush like the one I did that night,” said 
Defense Team Captain, Jessica Lightfoot of the Lone Ranger final 
mock trial. “The final trial was exhilarating,” said Schneider.  

After countless hours of preparation and an evening of tense 
opening and closing statements, direct and cross examination, as well 
as a fair amount of objections from both sides, the jury soon returned 
with a favorable verdict for the plaintiff. The verdict was no surprise 

to the attorneys representing the Lone Ranger. They were confident in the merits of their case and that the 
final verdict would reflect the facts and energy they put into it.  

“Our entire trial was fluid. Everything from 
the opening statement, through all the directs 
and crosses, to the final, made sense, flowed 
together and proved our case. The jury didn’t 
take long to agree with us,” said Schneider, one 
of the plaintiff’s “attorneys,” of the final 
decision in the trial.  

Her team member, John Moore, reiterated 
Schneider’s confidence in their case by 
referencing the lessons learned in Mr. Edwards 
Mock Trial course, “If you don’t believe in your 
case, then how can you expect the jury to?”  

continued on page 24 
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Mock Trial Team Announcement 

This year’s Mock Trial Teams will be coached by a former UNF undergrad 
and member of the Pre-Law Program’s Board of Advisors, Jeremy Kespohl. 
Kespohl graduated from UNF in 2001 with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Communications and was a Pre-Law student during his undergraduate years. 
He served as an attorney on four UNF mock trial teams, during which time, the 
team earned many distinctions. Jeremy was chosen as team captain for three of 
those four years.  In 2006, Jeremy graduated from FSU College of Law. He 
also earned a Master’s degree in Sport Administration from FSU. He is 
currently an Associate at Bromagen and Rathet P.A.  

The Pre-Law Program is pleased to welcome Jeremy back to UNF as the 
New UNF Mock Trial Team Coach. For more information, please contact the 
Pre-Law Program offices at (904)620-1069. 
 

Above: 
 Samantha Joseph  

Theater & Law 
A Student Takes Advantage of Mock Trial Opportunities at UNF 

By Samantha Joseph 

               

Theater and law.  These two areas can be a great marriage. Theater and law have a direct 
and strategic correlation. When combined correctly, they can result in a crippling blow to the 
other side's case. It takes the passion of a thespian and the determination of a lawyer to 
cultivate the winning combination which makes a great witness or a persuasive lawyer during 
a mock trial. Students that are extroverted and have great acting chops can utilize these skills 
to win over judges and juries, as well as, to gain confidence about the trial procedure. 
Students with a passion for law and theater are a perfect fit for mock trial. 

During the past summer, I attended Mr. Edwards’s Mock Trial class which offered a 
great blending of theater and law. This course offered a wealth of knowledge about trial 
procedure and incorporated acting and role playing as a means of reinforcing the experience. 
The course taught strategies and procedures of a court room, while also allowing students 
to act out mock trials and grow more comfortable with speaking in front of an audience. 
Nearly every class session was an opportunity for students to hone their public speaking, 
acting and communication skills by means of role playing, connecting with an audience or jury and thinking on 
their feet. Mr. Edwards acknowledged that a lawyer’s time to shine was in the courtroom: be memorable and 
persuade your jury. Along with facts and relevant objections, a personable lawyer can create a strong, credible 
case.  

During the class, we brought movie drama into the courtroom by portraying characters and situations particular 
to each film. The course was an arena to delve into characters such as Batman, James Bond and the Lone Ranger 
while also applying the skills taught. While learning from books and handouts about courtroom procedure, 
students were encouraged to incorporate the acting-out of parts to solidify the experience. With a passion for 
acting, public speaking, and the law, students who take this course can expound and develop those skills. By acting 
out courtroom procedures, you can experiences and realize more fully all the dimensions of a trial. Whether 
playing a witness, juror, or lawyer, students can become an intricate part of the trial procedure. 

 Another opportunity to join theater and law in your UNF experience is the Mock Trial Team. During the 
2008 Regional Tournament at the American Mock Trial Association, I had a challenging task of playing a Parole 
Officer. I am a woman, petite and not tough at all. However, I did not allow that to impede my mock trial 
experience. I became the strong witness I wanted to be. I incorporated past acting training to fully become the 
character that I was playing. I was shocked to hear my name being called during the awards ceremony for the 
Regional Tournament. Never having participated in a mock trial, I earned a Best Witness Award. I knew then that 
my thespian passion had shined. If you are passionate about acting, public speaking, and law, I encourage you to 
venture into the world of Mock Trial. It was a wonderful and invaluable experience. According to Shakespeare, 
“All the world is a stage;” the courtroom is no exception. 

Above: New UNF Mock Trial 
Team Coach, Jeremy Kespohl 
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PLSS Fall 2008 Meetings Schedule

 
PLSS meetings will take place in Senate 

Chambers, Building 14, Room 2602.  
 

September 

Tuesday, Sept. 2 @ 6:00 p.m.  

Friday, Sept. 26 @ 12:00 p.m. 

October  
Tuesday, Oct. 7 @ 6:00 p.m.  

Friday, Oct. 31 @ 12:00 p.m. 

November  

Tuesday, Nov. 4 @ 6:00 p.m.  

Friday, Nov. 21 @ 12:00 p.m. 
 

December  

Tuesday, Dec. 2 @ 6:00 p.m.  
 
For more information about meeting times and 

locations, email Chelsea Schuster, PLSS 

Secretary at Chelsea.Schuster@unf.edu. 

 

Above: PLSS officers & students meet to discuss 
upcoming PLSS events. 

Pre-Law Student Society 
UNF Organization for the Prospective Law Student  

By Chelsea Schuster, PLSS Secretary 

 

If you have always known that you are destined for the 
court room, or if you are simply curious, then UNF’s Pre-
Law Student Society (PLSS) is a group for you. 

The PLSS is a student-directed organization that 
encourages students to become informed and to take steps 
toward achieving their law-related goals by providing 
networking, leadership and friendship opportunities, as well 
as, guidance for student members.  The PLSS offers a wealth 
of information regarding law school options, applications and 
essay assistance and LSAT study groups. The group can also 
connect you with attorneys, students in law school, and other 
professionals in a wide variety of legal careers.  

According to Arielle Schneider, PLSS President, "PLSS 
is a great resource for all students interested in pursuing a 
career in law.” Schneider describes the PLSS as a student-led 
organization involved with some of the big events for which 
UNF's Pre-Law Program is known like the law school 
forums and with other independent PLSS events such as 
Debates on the Green happening this September. “PLSS is 
wonderful to way meet students who are, like you, motivated 
and ambitious and great study companions and friends.”  

These are just a few benefits and resources available to 
you as an involved member in a community of friends who 
share the law as a common interest or passion. 

The PLSS was formed in the spring of 2007 by UNF Pre-
Law Program students. Over the past year, we have grown from a small group of friends to a large and diverse 
group of interested students. The group’s shared vision is that of a growing and thriving PLSS both as a 
socially-dedicated and respected campus organization in the future.          

continued on page 26 

 
 

A Note from the Pre-Law Student Society President 

 

Your PLSS officers have worked hard over the summer!  Our membership has grown 50%, our 
finances are in order, and our programming for the Fall semester is complete! 

On Wednesday, September 17th, the PLSS is throwing our largest introductory event of the year.  
The featured event? Debates on the Green 2008. During the day, we will be handing out pizza and ice-
cold drinks, and signing people up for PLSS - hopefully setting records and conducting our biggest 

membership drive in PLSS history. At 12 and 4 pm, PLSS is hosting representatives from Senators John 
McCain and Barack Obama to conduct a debate after the town-hall meetings. Following a few introductory 

questions, YOU, the students, will be able to ask questions that will be answered by both camps.  
Sound exciting? Want to be involved with us? It's easy. Our first meeting is Monday, September 2nd, in 

Senate Chambers, Building 14, Room 2602. Come check us out and join the growing movement of Pre-Law 
students. If you're already a part of the UNF Pre-Law Program and you aren't already a member of PLSS, you 

should be. Feel free to email me, Arielle Schneider, PLSS President, at arielle.schneider@unf.edu with 
questions, or to ask for the membership application form. I look forward to seeing you this year! 



13  UNF Pre-Law Newsletter 
 

Above, from left to right: Marsela Dervishi 
and Maria Crowley stand together in front of 

the General Counsel Office. 

 

    

I didn’t grasp the I didn’t grasp the I didn’t grasp the I didn’t grasp the 
importance of importance of importance of importance of 
gaining handsgaining handsgaining handsgaining hands----on on on on 

experiencexperiencexperiencexperience… e… e… e…     

An internship An internship An internship An internship 
allows us to allows us to allows us to allows us to 

sample our career sample our career sample our career sample our career 
and then decide to and then decide to and then decide to and then decide to 
continue or not. continue or not. continue or not. continue or not.     

Interning with Jacksonville’s Office of General Counsel  
The Importance of Mentoring   

By Marsela Dervishi 
 

 The purpose of a college education is to provide students with the 
right tools for succeeding in the ‘real world.’ Internship programs offered 
at UNF allow students to get hands-on training in their desired fields. In 
the case of law, the Pre-Law Program offers an internship with the City of 
Jacksonville’s Office of General Counsel so that students can experience 
a variety of legal fields in a real-world setting.  

Without such internships, the qualities and steps needed to become an 
effective lawyer would be completely foreign to undergraduate students. 
The true nature of lawyering and law school cannot be perceived through 
famous TV shows like Boston Legal or The Practice. In order to get a 

true grasp of the reality of a career in law, one must make an effort and 
courageously become an intern for law firms, especially as an undergraduate.  

During our undergraduate degree we are allowed to experiment with different 
possible careers rather than having to focus on a single major. However, once we 
enter law school, we thrust ourselves into a privileged program where only a 
select few are admitted and one that is extremely difficult to switch out of and 
into something else.  

Unfortunately, many students enter law school, realize that they don’t want to 
be lawyers, but find it’s too late to change their career path. An internship allows 
us to sample our career and then decide to continue or not. While interning, one 
can make mistakes under the helpful watch of mentors who are always present and ready to intervene and guide 
the student. In the field of law, many attorneys and judges have decided to become mentors as a means of guiding 
and teaching potential future lawyers. 

continued on page 27 

 
To Intern or Not to Intern...? 
By Maria Paula Crowley 

 

The question of whether or not to intern loitered in my mind at different moments during my time as an 
undergrad. When I was a freshman, I was introduced to the field of psychology, which I found fascinating. 
Although my passion for law was ever present, I wanted to take the opportunities college offers to explore 
different fields of study. As I took more and more psychology classes, I felt inclined to deviate from my original 
legal path and consider a career as a child psychologist.  

I had finally made up my mind! I felt confident and ready to be the best child 
psychologist there ever was. I chose to major in psychology, which I truly 
enjoyed academically. In order be more active in the psychology community, I 
became involved with the National Honor Society in Psychology (Psi Chi) and 
served as officer for three years. As an officer, I became aware of an opportunity 
to intern with Head Start, a government program that helps underprivileged 
children get ready for school.  

 So, the question began, to intern or not to intern?  
I was eager to be part of this program, but I didn’t grasp the importance of gaining hands-on experience in the 

area which I would be choosing as my future profession. I felt interacting with children would be a simple and 
effortless way of gaining college credit, so I enrolled in the class. Little did I know, this internship would change 
the course of my academics and my life.  

continued on page 27 
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Above: Board members review the files of each scholarship finalist. 

Arielle Schneider speaks to 
members of the Pre-Law Board of 

Advisers during the 2008 
Scholarship Board Luncheon at the 
law offices of Holland and Knight. 

I want to purI want to purI want to purI want to pursue law to sue law to sue law to sue law to 
affect social change…affect social change…affect social change…affect social change…    
The PreThe PreThe PreThe Pre----Law Endowed Law Endowed Law Endowed Law Endowed 
Scholarship is helping me Scholarship is helping me Scholarship is helping me Scholarship is helping me 

get there.get there.get there.get there.    

Pre-Law Scholarship 
Profiles of This Year’s Winners 

 

Since the first scholarship was awarded to Lesley McKinney in 2004, an outstanding group of students are 
chosen as finalists each year based upon essay submissions. The finalists then give a speech at a Pre-Law 
Board of Advisers luncheon that takes place at the Law Offices of Holland & Knight downtown. The Board, 
which is comprised of UNF faculty members, 
local judges, lawyers, business people and law 
students, makes the final decision on who will 
be awarded the scholarship.  

This year, two scholarship winners were 
chosen. Arielle Schneider, now a junior 
majoring in English and Political Science, and 
Erika Wilson, a senior also majoring in 
Political Science, were chosen as the 2008 
scholarship winners.  

 
Arielle Schneider 

 

It took me a long time before I learned the importance of law, and an 
even longer time before I realized how my mind and passions lend 
themselves to a pursuit of law.  Until 2004, I was sure I was going to be a 
doctor. I ignored every sign that I wouldn’t be a good one; jitteriness around 
blood typically disqualifies most medical school candidates, or at least it 
should, but not me! I wanted to do something that would challenge me 
intellectually and help other people and I felt being a doctor was exactly that, 
despite my obvious medical ineptness.   

Thank goodness for my wake-up call! It was during the hotly contested 
2004 election, during some intense debates, that I realized the issues about 
which I am most passionate are affected by our legal system. When I started 
delving into those issues, I realized that it was an intellectual challenge to 
overcome party systems and debates to narrow the issues to a solvable 
problem. Furthermore, I knew that even when the solvable problem was 
identified, it would take a great deal of work to come up with a solution that 
made everyone happy. Despite its flaws, I realized that our legal system was 
the way to affect the world in the way I wanted to affect it.  Obviously, it 
didn't take long before I was hooked.  

So off I went to college, finally aware of my passion.  I was 
determined to get involved and make the most of my experience at 
UNF, and due to several key people who decided to invest in my 
life, I am in love with UNF, and my experiences here thus far. I am 
now a campus leader in many venues. I serve as the President for 
the Pre-Law Student Society, a student-organized club that works 
with the Pre-Law Program. I am also the Associate Chief Justice 
on the UNF Supreme Court, as well as the Secretary for the 
University Scholars Honors Society.  When not serving in any of 
those three capacities, I am a Presidential Envoy and a Rotary 
Cultural Ambassadorial Scholar.   

continued on page 25 
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Little did they know Little did they know Little did they know Little did they know 
I was the most I was the most I was the most I was the most 

nervous of us all.nervous of us all.nervous of us all.nervous of us all.    

Pre-Law Scholarship Continued 
Profiles of This Year’s Winners 

 

Erika Wilson 
“Some people dream of success... while others wake up and work hard for it.”- Anonymous. 

 

This quote perfectly describes what I felt when I won the Pre-Law Endowed 
Scholarship this past year. Since I became part of the Pre-Law Program at UNF three 
years ago, my goal was to win the Pre-Law Scholarship.   

I knew that, not only would this be a great challenge, but that I was going to compete 
with some of the best friends that I made in college thus far. It is one thing to compete 
with total strangers, but when you have the people that have supported you for so long 
and that you know deserve the reward just as much as you do, it makes the challenge ten 
times greater.  

The process of completing the application was not as difficult to me compared to 
when I heard who was competing with me to win. Of the three other finalists, I had 
become very good friends with two of them and I have the highest degree of respect for 
their character. Although I knew their abilities, I also knew that my drive and determination to win this 
scholarship was all that I needed to come out on top.  

I will admit that I was more nervous than the others because I had been a finalist the previous year and did 
not win. I felt that the others might have a better chance to win because the judges might not want to see the 
same face coming back to compete. However, this did not discourage me. I knew that with all my hard work 

and my longstanding passion to be an attorney, I would have an edge 
unlike anyone else. 

We were instructed to write a brief speech on why we deserve the 
scholarship and present it to a prominent group of lawyers, judges, 
businesspeople and UNF faculty members. Now if that doesn’t seem 
nerve-racking to you, trust me it is.  

As we all sat outside and the others talked about their nerves, I realized 
something. I was not nervous at all. This is something that I told myself. I 
wanted to win so badly that I did not care what stood in my way. As I 

threw my nerves out the window, I noticed that the others were looking a little pale.  I sat all of them down 
and told them this is not something that you need to get nervous about and we should each feel incredibly 
proud to make it this far. At the time, little did they know I was the most nervous of us all. 

I seemed to build up their confidence, and one by one, they went in to the room, presented, and came back 
out. Then, it was my turn.  

I knew that if this was something that I really wanted, not only would I have to tell them, but I would have 
to really SHOW them. I felt I stood out in that room because I took a different approach to why I felt I 
deserved that scholarship. From the application, the judges already knew that I was a great student and the list 
of awards I had already received. Instead of telling them what they already knew, I took a more real approach.  

“The only thing I have ever wanted to do with my life, since I was nine years old, is to be an attorney.  
Some little girls want to be singers. Some want to be movie stars. Some want to be mommies.  Bottom line: I 
never did.”  

I talked about the fact that most college students change their minds a hundred times before they figure 
out what to do with their lives. Not me; I never changed my major, I never changed my focus and I never 
changed my mind. Wanting to be a lawyer never had anything to do with being rich or powerful; it always had 
been about wanting to uphold the one thing that truly makes everyone equal in our wonderful nation: the law.  
I stood out because I not only told them why I wanted to be a lawyer, but I showed them exactly what it 
would mean if I won this scholarship: I could go to law school and do the one thing that I have always been 
sure about and never strayed away from: my goal of being an attorney.  

Erika Wilson 
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Tuesday, November 4, 2008 is 
Election Day. Mark it on your 
calendar and be sure to vote! 

Students, faculty and board members gather and converse before the 
start of the luncheon. 

The Pre-Law Student Society Presents: 

Debates on the GreenDebates on the GreenDebates on the GreenDebates on the Green    
Monday, September 17th  

from 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. on the “Green”  
An afternoon of FREE food, drinks, prize drawings,  

great presidential debates & fun!  
cartoons by coxandforkum.com 

Pre-Law Luncheon, Spring 2008 
Students Discuss Some of the 2008 Presidential Candidates 

By Catherine Moore 
 

On November 4th, many United States citizens will be casting their vote in 
the 2008 presidential elections. For over a year, discussion of the potential 
presidental candidates bombarded television and radio. This historical election 
season was not only interminably long, but for the first time in U.S. history a 
woman and an African-American man were serious contendors in the 
presidential nominee race.  

As national pundits discussed the candidates and their issues, the Pre-Law 
Program held its own presidential discussion. During the 2008 spring on-

campus Pre-Law Program luncheon, six students presented an argument for one of the year’s presidential 
hopefuls and answered the question, “Why should your candidate be president?” Since the beginning of this 
year, many of these candidates have left the race. Only two candidates remain; the Republican candidate John 
McCain and the Democratic candidate Barack Obama who were presented by Mark Johnson and Jennifer 
Melear respectively.  

Johnson, who will be attending FSU College of Law this fall, spoke on McCain’s candidacy for president. 
He described McCain as a trustworthy and “steady figure” who is willing to work for consensus. He also 
noted McCain’s history in congress and time as a Prisoner of War during Veitnam.  

In contrast, Melear, President of the Jacksonville Young Democrats, spoke on presidential candidate 
Obama. Melear said that this year’s presidential race was a “time for change and hope,” two sentiments that 
she feels Obama embodies. She spoke on Obama’s appeal to the American public as a candidate that “began 
like you and me” and one that is able to bring a spirit of “post-partisanship” to the American Presidency. 

Other students also presented on some of the 
other presidential hopefuls. These candidates 
eventually dropped out of the race. The first 
speaker, Joe Medearis, former UNF Honors Student 
Director, read a speech by John Edwards on the 
importance and immediacy of poverty in the United 
States.  

Also presenting his choice for president, John 
Moore, former President of the UNF Mock Trial 
Organization, argued that Mitt Romney’s political 
and business successes made him a uniquely 
qualified candidate. Specifically, Moore discussed Romney’s economic successes as governor of 
Massachusettes.                                                                                                                continued on page 26 
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After wasting my first After wasting my first After wasting my first After wasting my first 
semester over indulging semester over indulging semester over indulging semester over indulging 
myself with selfish days and myself with selfish days and myself with selfish days and myself with selfish days and 
pointless nights, pointless nights, pointless nights, pointless nights, I realized a I realized a I realized a I realized a 

few very important few very important few very important few very important things.things.things.things.    

UNF Student Government 
President John Barnes 

From the Ground Up 
Current SG President Discusses his Recent Appointment 

By John Barnes 

 

Who would have guessed? When I first stepped foot on the campus of the 
University of North Florida, Student Government was the last place I was headed 
towards. If someone had told me when I graduated from high school four years ago 
that I would be the student body president my senior year of college, I would have 
laughed and said, “Hah, when pigs fly.” 

I spent my first semester in college sleeping each day until 2 PM, playing video 
games and leaving Jacksonville every weekend to visit my friends at other schools. 
I had not yet come to appreciate the small school environment, the willingness of 
the professors to help, and the potential for me to actually get to know the names of 
everyone in my classes.  

After wasting my first semester over indulging myself with selfish days and 
pointless nights, I realized a few very important things. I learned that college is 
only what you make of it and that I was letting it pass me by. I realized that these 
are the best years of my life, so I decided to get involved and something wonderful 
happened. 

In the spring of my freshman year, I pledged Sigma Alpha Epsilon and I 
learned what It meant to have others rely on you, as well as, the true definition of team work. I saw that there was 
more to life and UNF than just my dorm room and my play station.  

Sigma Alpha Epsilon opened doors for me to strive for 
more. Through community service work and philanthropic 
events I saw the power that the average student had to make a 
difference not only on this campus, but in the Jacksonville 
community; that’s when I decided how I wanted to spend my 
college career.  

After becoming a brother, I continued getting involved by 
being elected to the Student Senate that spring. During my first 
year as a member of Student Government senate, I tried to live 
as a politician not worried about re-election, but as a student 

looking out for the interests of the average UNF student. My life began to change.  
As my sophomore year came to an end, I found myself at a fork in the road. Earlier that semester, I applied to 

the University of Florida as a transfer student and was accepted. What a dilemma. Things had changed for me 
since my first semester in college and now I had a decision to make. Do I stay where I’ve built many relationships 
with friendly students and had countless opportunities? Or do I trade that college experience where I could end up 
as just another number?  

I followed my heart and decided to stay at UNF and continue to build on what I started. Doors began opening 
for me. I was elected to serve as Senate President, while simultaneously elected as the President of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon fraternity. 

 In college, your experiences can be a very fulfilling if you approach them well. My fraternity instilled in me a 
drive to make the most of the things in which I am involved. Serving as Senate President allowed me the 
opportunity to lead amid varying personalities, differing ideologies and people with which you sometimes just do 
not want to deal. While getting into Senate might have meant that I belonged to a particular party, my job as 
Senate President was to remind everyone we were there to serve the student body of the University of North 
Florida. 

This experience has taught me about the inevitability of meeting people with different passions, motivations 
and dreams and the importance of finding common ground. If you can find common ground and work together, the 
sky is the limit.  

continued on page 28 
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Above, from left to right: Arielle 
Schneider, Dr. Mary Borg, Jessica 

Stebbins and Samantha Joseph greet 
each other after a Q & A discussion. 

Above: Stebbins speaks to faculty members and 
students at a Q & A Luncheon. 

She found her niche in the She found her niche in the She found her niche in the She found her niche in the 
mmmmock ock ock ock ttttrial rial rial rial ccccompetition and ompetition and ompetition and ompetition and 
realized she couldrealized she couldrealized she couldrealized she could be a very  be a very  be a very  be a very 
good trial attorney.good trial attorney.good trial attorney.good trial attorney.    

From UNF Student to Yale J.D.  
Jessica Stebbins Visits with UNF Students 

By Arielle Schneider 
 

The University of North Florida is proud to call Jessica 
Stebbins one of our own.  Stebbins, a flourishing alumna, 
recently returned to UNF for the first time since her graduation 
in 2001 to participate in a panel discussion on Career Advice 
for Successful Young UNF Alumni. During her brief stay in 
Jacksonville, Stebbins also took the time to address a class she 
formerly took, taught by Martin Edwards, J.D., Director of the 
Pre-Law Program, in addition to speaking at a luncheon hosted 
by Dr. Mary Borg, Director of the Undergraduate Academic 
Enrichment Program.  

As one of the distinguished guest panelists for the Career Advice luncheon discussion on real world 
problems for new graduates, Stebbins gave valuable advice on how to succeed in law school and in practice 
with a large, well-known law firm.  She also spoke to Edwards’s Soul of the Court class. Drawing from her 
experience in the legal world, she explained the process of interning with O'Melveny and Myers Law Firm, 
which led to her subsequent offer of employment from that firm. In addition, she spoke about her role in the 
litigation process as a contract lawyer and gave the students advice about finding the specific field of law best 
suits the individual's interests.   

While at UNF, Stebbins was very involved with the Pre-Law Program 
and the Pre-Law Student Society. An active participant in all "pre-law" 
University programs, the law-minded Stebbins was an attorney on the UNF 
Mock Trial team for three years. During her time with the Mock Trial team, 
which came to be known as "the Stebbins team", the UNF Mock Trial team 
swept the Southeastern Region and successfully participated in the 
American Mock Trial Association Gold Division in Des Moines, Iowa. The 
team won the prestigious "Spirit of AMTA" award.  

Edwards coached the Mock Trial Team during Jessica's three years, 
served as her Pre-Law adviser and as club adviser for the Pre-Law Student 
Society. "I think Jessica Stebbins flourished considerably while attending UNF," Edwards said, "She found 
her niche in the mock trial competition and realized she could become a very good trial attorney. Her social 
life evolved as she made friends among the Pre-Law and Mock Trial students. She was befriended by faculty 
members, including Dr. Mary Borg, who helped Jessica realize her academic goals. We are proud of her 
accomplishments, including the scholarships, Yale Law School, and how she has adjusted to practicing law in 
Los Angeles." 

With a 4.0 GPA, Stebbins also involved herself in the 
University Scholars Honors Society, a club sponsored by Dr. 
Borg's Undergraduate Academic Enrichment Program. It was 
through this outlet that Jessica became a competitor for and the 
recipient of the Gates-Cambridge Scholarship. The Gates-
Cambridge Scholarship enabled Jessica to spend the year 
following her graduation from UNF in Cambridge, England 
and subsequent travels through Europe.  

continued on page 26 
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Jenna Strom poses as 
a UNF graduate with 

cap and gown. 

    
    

Getting through law Getting through law Getting through law Getting through law 
school is like school is like school is like school is like 

drinking a tall glass drinking a tall glass drinking a tall glass drinking a tall glass 

of wheat grass. of wheat grass. of wheat grass. of wheat grass.     

The First Year of Law School 
UNF Graduate Becomes Florida Coastal School of Law 1L 

By Jenna Strom 

 

Four weeks into the semester, our criminal law professor gazed across his podium 
into our naïve, 1L, anxiety-ridden faces and enthusiastically asked, “So, are you still 
excited to be law students, or are you kicking yourself for ever coming up with the 
absurdity of becoming a lawyer?”  

Note that he was excited to hear our responses, as just a month into the semester, 
half the class was already burning out, and the other half was starting to wonder, 
between Miller Lights, whether their “canned briefs” really have been providing them 
with the legal background to be fully prepared for class. The former half is composed 
of the highly obsessive, neurotic scholars who have nightmares of getting Cs and Ds or 

not making law review. The later half is composed of those who are more concerned 
with discovering the night life or are deathly afraid that too much studying and hard 
work might affect their daily relaxation routines and are thrilled to receive passing 
grades.  

Professors love the new “admits” because they’re starving for knowledge like rambunctious four-year olds 
who have overdosed on chocolate. 2L and 3Ls like 1Ls because they’re fun to watch. Amidst the hundreds of 
pages of reading, case briefings, practice tests, and class sessions, 1Ls are the most exciting thing that happens 
to them each year. 1Ls are the “freshman fish” of law school, only a little more scared, a lot more broke, and 
the same amount of clueless.  Most upper classmen are happy to help and hand out advice because they’re not 
actually competing against them, and they remember how intimidating starting law school was. Quite 
honestly, they’re glad they’re not back in their shoes.  

Getting through law school is like drinking a tall glass of wheat grass. 
The first sip is unlike anything you’ve ever tasted before, slightly 
nauseating, but good for your well-being. After the first taste, you’re not 
sure what you’ve gotten in to, but know that herbal remedies are costly, so 
instead of dumping it out and wasting it, you slowly empty the glass into 
your soul. Halfway through the glass, you feel yourself accommodating to 
the taste and start drinking a bit more quickly. You start to feel better and 
you begin to see more clearly, and soon you feel your body conditioning 
to the back-end of the bitter, but rewarding, marathon that will enrich and 
nourish your future.  

Learning how to do well in law school is an art. All the literature and advice in the world cannot fully 
prepare you for the challenge, but it can help ease the transition. Some people are completely reliant on their 
self-made outlines, and others completely forgo the outlines and rely on spreadsheets and flash cards. 
Academic Success counselors recommend it all, but caution that each student must do what works for their 
personal learning style. The students in the top 5 percent of the class most certainly do not study together or in 
the same way; they just do what is best to help them learn the material. One thing they all have in common is 
that they stayed on top of the assigned reading and didn’t fall behind. Playing catch-up at the end of the 
semester, thinking you can learn it all during the two-week reading period, is nothing that will land top grades. 
In fact, procrastinators should consider themselves “touched by angels” if they can pass with Cs.  

Those who are successful in law school are the students who have the deepest analytical understanding of 
the material covered throughout the semester. Professors won’t outline the tests for you like they did in 
college, so it’s best to go into your classes thinking you’re going to be heavily tested on everything.  

continued on page 26 
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Above: Nicole D. Raines 

From the very first From the very first From the very first From the very first 
day of classes, I day of classes, I day of classes, I day of classes, I 
knew knew knew knew that UF Law that UF Law that UF Law that UF Law 
was very different.was very different.was very different.was very different. 

 

Experiencing UF Law 
A UNF Grad Reflects on her Law School Experiences 

By Nicole D. Raines 
 

I obtained my undergraduate and graduate degrees at the University of North 
Florida. The six years that I spend at UNF were some of the best years of my life. I had 
professors that I built incredibly fulfilling relationships with, who encouraged me to 
acquire as much knowledge and experience as possible. I can truly say that my life is 
far richer from having them in it.  I also meet amazing friends and classmates who 
helped me along the way, inspired me, and most of all, taught me how to effectively 
interact, work, and learn in a team environment. My time at UNF is irreplaceable and 
wholly unrepeatable.  

In many ways, and on many levels, my education at UNF prepared me for my 
future. I left UNF a serious and capable student. However, my experiences, while 
treasured, did not completely prepare me for the educational rigors I would experience 
while in law school at the University of Florida.  

From the very first day of classes, I knew that UF Law was very different. The professors did not encourage 
me; they were too busy tearing my fellow classmates and me down. I did not have a relationship with my 
professors; in fact, most of the professors I had in my three years in law school would not even remember my 
name. My classmates were competitive. Some of them were competitive to the point of being catty and selfish. 
They were willing to hurt someone else in order to advance their personal interests. That’s the funny thing about 
attending law school at an institution as highly ranked and revered as UF Law; it will bring out the very best and 
the very worst in anyone. 

My time at UNF taught me to be a better person, but it had not taught me 
the survival skills I would need to endure and succeed in an environment that 
exemplifies Darwin’s theory of “Survival of the Fittest”.  I ultimately evolved 
and acquired the skills necessary not only to survive, but also to thrive and 
excel at UF Law.  I was able to land on my feet due to the fact that I was a 
strong, competent person because of the foundation that I had built during my 
time at UNF. 

By the time I graduated from law school at UF, I had many law school 
achievements and accolades for my resume. I had numerous letters of recommendation from my colleagues and 
professors through the years, and I also had a Master’s in Public Administration.  However, all of that wasn’t 
enough.  The post-graduation job search is stressful for every graduate, and unfortunately, I was no exception. 

The legal community is a competitive one, and in the weakening economy, only the best and the brightest are 
able to readily obtain legal employment. I would recommend that any law student invest in their future and obtain 
real life legal experience during their three years of law school by taking advantage of the many opportunities to 
volunteer, research, or work for state entities or law firms.   

I will not tell you that the ranking of the law school you go to doesn’t matter, or that your grades in law school 
aren’t that relevant, because quite frankly, those are both very important factors that will be considered and will be 
determinative of the type of opportunities you will ultimately be offered. I’m sure that you will do your best on the 
LSAT to get into the best possible law school, and that you will work unrelentingly while you are in law school to 
achieve the highest scholastic level possible.  However, you do not really have that much control over the two 
previously mentioned factors.  

You are competing with the best and the brightest, and you will fall where you will among them.  Where you 
end up in those categories is probably more attributable to chance rather than to your own efforts.  However, you 
are in control of the experiences you obtain, and which doors you reach out and open for yourself. With that said, 
there really is no such thing as a worthless experience.  

continued on page 26 
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Above, from left to right:  
Chris Wrenn and Dan Endicott discuss law 

over a cup of coffee at Starbucks. 
(Photo by Mario Peralta) 

This article first ran in Inside UNF and is reprinted by permission. 

The series is designed The series is designed The series is designed The series is designed 
to address legal issues to address legal issues to address legal issues to address legal issues 
that arise at UNFthat arise at UNFthat arise at UNFthat arise at UNF....    

Learning a Latte About the Law 
By Tom Cain 

 

While the audience at the recent "Coffee Talk with the Office of the General Counsel" event at Starbucks 
was comprised mainly of high-ranking staff administrators, a high-ranking member of a student organization 
also took advantage of the opportunity to learn about the law and UNF. 

"As the attorney general for Student Government, I attended the 
'Coffee Talk with the Office of the General Counsel' to learn about 
legal issues that are currently facing our campus," said Leslie Burch, a 
UNF senior who will be going to law school next summer. "By 
seeking education about these issues, Student Government becomes 
better equipped to represent and serve the students." 

Chris Wrenn, an attorney from the General Counsel's Office, and Dan Endicott, director of Environmental 
Health, Safety, Risk Management and Building Code Administration, made brief presentations at the Coffee 
Talk event, touching on a number of subjects. This was the third "Coffee Talk with the Office of the General 
Counsel." The series is designed to address legal issues that arise at UNF, using a question-and-answer 
format. 

"'Coffee Talks' provide students, faculty and staff opportunities to 
learn about the framework and practical application of federal and state 
law and University regulation," Wrenn said. "'Coffee Talks' are a good 
way to expand your knowledge about the law and find everyday 
applications in your life and career," he said. 

Wrenn and Endicott spoke in general terms about issues related to 
management of legal risks by vendors, contractors and other non-
University people. The risk management included safety compliance, 
transfer of risk, indemnity and insurance coverage. 

Wrenn said the majority of the legal risks at UNF relate to 
intentional or unintentional torts. An intentional tort is a wrongful act 
by one party against another that results in damages and is recognized 
by law as grounds for a lawsuit. Intentional torts, which Wrenn said are 
not often seen at UNF, can include such actions as copyright 
infringement, slander and libel, assault and trespass. 

Unintentional torts occur because of negligence, which results in an 
injury to a person or damage to property. Slips and falls and injuries 
incurred on University-owned equipment or facilities are examples of 
tort risks to UNF. 

There are limitations on risk in Florida that don't exist in other 
states, Wrenn said. Because UNF is a state entity, sovereign immunity is available for UNF in an 
unintentional tort above $100,000 per person or $200,000 per occurrence. Sovereign immunity precludes 
persons bringing suits against the University from recovering higher amounts. 

Endicott's department is responsible for risk management. They perform a risk review of contracts and 
agreements for student/University-sponsored events to try and ensure the risk is transferred from the 
University to the vendor or sponsor of the event. 

Endicott spoke about environmental risks, which are addressed in contracts with UNF's vendors. "All 
wastes are recycled, used as fuel or incinerated so nothing is left to be stored in a barrel somewhere," he said. 
In addition to being environmentally sound, the disposal or recycling of wastes heads off potential future legal 
problems by ensuring local, state and federal regulations are adhered to.  

continued on page28 
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Edwards Sarnowski speaks to UNF students 
during Pre-Law Forum II. 

UNF Professor Shares Memories of a Former Colleague 
(continued from page 2) 

I am reminded that at the last graduation he attended in May 2003, Terry spoke to the graduates and their families 
and told them a parable about a boulder. Similar to the parable of the Good Samaritan, this was a story with a message. 
It was about a very large rock that had been placed in the road by a wealthy King, who watched as most people passed 
the boulder without trying to move it. Finally, one enterprising lad took the effort to move the boulder and for his effort 
found a purse of gold beneath the rock. Terry was telling students that they would encounter many obstacles in their 
paths but would be rewarded only if they were curious enough to want to move the obstacles and then, learned the 
appropriate skills and took the effort to, in fact, remove them.  

Dr. Bowen practiced what he preached, for he moved many boulders in his own life. Terry moved boulders as he 
moved out of public housing and into the university world. In fact, Terry would have qualified to be a Hicks scholar at 
UNF, because he lived in public housing when he graduated from high school. I believe that it was his experiences in 
public housing that gave Terry the ability to see the world from another's point of view. I have told others that Terry was 
able to get into the moccasins of another to an extent that few are able. The result was that people felt that Dr. Bowen 
really understood their situation. 

Terry helped move boulders for students and for his colleagues every day. His life stands as an inspiration to us all. 
So the next time you pass the student alcove dedicated to Dr. Bowen you will know a little more about him and 
appreciate the role he played at this university.  

 
Pre-Law Forum II: Law School Tips 
(continued from page 7) 
As a former UNF undergraduate and FCSL 3L, Edward Sarnowski added more UNF-specific advice. He benefitted 
greatly from UNF’s close student-professor relationships and encouraged students to “take advantage of the small 
community at UNF” to get to know professors. Knowing a professor is helpful to gain advice or for the purpose of 
building contacts or receiving letters of recommendation. 
What should I consider when choosing a law school? 

There are a few things to consider when applying to law schools. Smith advises students to consider the age and 
experience of faculty, the cost of the school, and the campus environment. He warned students against basing decisions 
largely on rankings. He also noted the importance of going to a school in the city or state where you would like to 
practice. To help you make your decision, McFarland suggests students visit the schools but avoid judging them on 
appearances. Instead, speak with professors and students and try to sit-in on classes to get a better idea of the campus 
environment. McKinney, another former UNF undergrad, recalled that she looked mainly at Florida Bar passage rates in 
making her decision. Once you have examined prospective schools, Dexter advises students apply to at least five or six 
different law schools including a back-up school.   
What can I expect my first year in law school?  

Sarnowski warns students that the first year is the hardest but 
surmountable. McKinney’s first-year experience reflects this sentiment. In 
commenting on how struck she was by the competitive and demanding 
nature of law school classes, she said, “As an undergraduate, you walk into 
the room and think you are the smartest in the room, and you might be, but in 
law school, you are in a room full of 100 of the smartest kids in the room.” 
These students are also your competition for grades.  

Beginning in your first year, grades are extremely important. 
McFarland says, “The first thing employers look at are your grades.” However, grading is different in law school. 

Although different at every school, many schools, including FCSL, grade on a “forced-curve,” which grades each 
student in relation to the performance of other students in the course. A set percentages of students in the course will 
receive an “A,” another percentage a “B,” and so forth. According to this model, a student must outperform the majority 
of other students in the same course in order to receive an “A”. One thing both Sarnowski and McKinney emphasized 
was that testing in law school is completely different from undergraduate testing. You will probably be unable to finish 
your exams and will have no idea whether you did well or not, because your grade is not solely determined by your own 
work but by how it compares to your peers.  

In addition to the competive nature of grading, the work load is demanding as well. For example, Carter-Tidwell 
tells students to expect to read 400 pages of dense and difficult information a week.  

continued on page 23 
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Florida Law School Profiles 
(continued from page 5) 

Stetson has a great atmosphere. Everyone, students, faculty and staff alike, is friendly and cooperative. You will not 
find the "horror-stories" of over-the edge competitiveness here at Stetson. At Stetson, I believe we strive for our 
individual best, which fosters an environment conducive to learning and creating life-long associates and friends.  You 
are not just a number here, but an individual. The faculty and staff know the students and boast an "open-door" policy 
year round.  

Our picture-perfect location, amazing faculty and staff, our state-of-the-art courtrooms and law library all foster an 
amazing environment to study law and begin your career.  I have personally valued my experience at Stetson more than 
words can say.  I enjoy staying involved in campus activities and giving back as a Stetson Ambassador. So come take a 
tour, come to Open House, and eventually…come to Orientation, and I will see you there!  

 
The Bar Exam 
(continued from page 8) 

Of the one in four who will fail the test, some find it difficult to build up the courage to retake it. However, if you 
every find yourself as the one in four, know that plenty of successful law school graduates are in the same situation.  

U.S. Senator Hillary Clinton failed the Washington, D.C. Bar Exam, but eventually passed the Arkansas Bar. 
Florida Governor Charlie Christ failed twice before passing. John F. Kennedy Jr., son of the former President Kennedy, 
only passed on his third try. A Stanford Law School professor, former dean and noted constitutional scholar, Kathleen 
Sullivan, failed the California Bar after 25 years of practicing law.  

 
Pre-Law Forum: Law School Tips 
(continued from page 22) 
At FCSL, Carter-Tidwell assists first year students with the skills they need to have in order to be a success in law 
school. She offers workshops on learning how to “outline” effectively, a necessary skill in law school, and also helps 
students learn to manage their time well. To this end, Sarnowski suggests treating law school like a job.  
He encourages law students to wake up at the same time every morning and schedule themself for all things including 
class time, study time, sleep time, etc… 

Carter-Tidwell also warns against trying to start a new routine in your first year such as “beginning a workout 
plan or getting a puppy.” She suggests students have routines in place prior to entering law school. McKinney also 
suggests that before law school, “you get your pleasure reading out of your system because you wont have time once 
you begin law school.” 

Some of the panelist also suggested reading materials that could serve as great resources for prospective and 
incoming law students. Carter-Tidwell suggests reading Bridging the Gap, Reading Like a Lawyer, and Law School 
Exam the summer before law school. Law School Confidential is also a good casual read, but panelists noted that some 
of it is overly-dramatic and not to let it intimidate you. 1L is another good casual read.  
What are some other tips for succeeding in law school? 

One of the most critical elements needed to succeed in law school is an ability to stay on top of your classes and 
work. McFarland noted the strong correlation between attendance and grades and also warned against falling behind. 
Other panelists agreed that once you get behind, it becomes nearly impossible to catch up.  

Working can often be a factor in why students get behind. Most of the panelists did not recommend working due 
to the rigorous demands of law school.  

Also, FCSL offers a vraiety of clinics and internships for credit that are helpful in getting real world experience. 
Panelists suggest that by your third year, you should be selecting courses more directly related to what you want to 
practice, as well as, trying to get a job in a law firm which may tranisition into an actual job after law school.   
 



24  UNF Pre-Law Newsletter 
 

Below, from left to right: Team 
coaches Ali Tedrick and Angel 
Kalafatis discuss the final trial.  

Above, from left to right: Former UNF 
Mock Trial Students, Brittani Raulerson 
and Edgar Alvarez reminisce after this 

year’s final Mock Trial.  

Facing Stress in Law School 
(continued from page 9) 

Everyone experiences some degree of stress. At normal levels, recovery from these stressors is easy. However, 
stress can sometimes be more constant and more challenging on our emotional and physical reserves. When stress 
challenges our systems to such a degree that our emotional and physical energies are drained, it can cause “fatigue, 
depression, and, ultimately, burnout and functional breakdown.” 

Krieger names two likely culprits causing students to feel excessively stressed in relation to the heavy workload of 
law school; “confused priorities” and “unrealistic or unhealthy attitudes.” Krieger argues that a student’s attitude and 
anxieties are more likely the source of stress than the work itself. He encourages students to incorporate necessary rest, 
exercise, healthy eating and social time, as well as, identify the reasons you may become anxious and/or overwork 
yourself.  
He lists and offers solutions to many different anxieties associated with law school including the pressure to succeed, a 
desire not to disappoint friends and family, a heigtened sense of competition among classmates, the challenge of 
learning new things, dealing with harsh instructors, losing faith in yourself or the law, among others. 

 
Lone Ranger vs. Brace Beemer 
(continued from page 10) 
However, no one on either side of the courtroom would have the confidence and 
skills needed to present such strong cases without the necessary preparation, 
classroom lessons, course reading materials and advice from local lawyers and judges 
who volunteered their time as guest speakers throughout the semester.  

 “Without the Mock Trial course, I would have been in no way prepared for the 
trial. The course itself is amazing in that it teaches so much in such a short amount of 
time,” said Moore. 

The Mock Trial course’s unique approach to experiential learning incorporates 
both knowledgeable and experienced guest speakers, as well as, opportunities for 
students to practice and hone their trial-related skills, such as opening and closing 
statements and examining witnesses, all in front of a supportive audience, your fellow 
classmates.   

“I looked forward to coming to each class knowing that I would be able to 
witness a judge or attorney speaking directly to us about the ins and outs of the legal profession,” said Lightfoot.  

For many UNF students and prospective law students over the years, Mock 
Trial allowed them the opportunity to experience courtroom-style law first-
hand and decide if law school was right for them. For the majority of the 2008 
Mock Trial students, the course has reinforced their desire to attend law school 
and eventually practice law.  

“The experience of the final trial has left me eager for more trial 
work…My participation in this class has confirmed my belief that I would like 
to attend law school,” said Lightfoot.  

Although, as in any case, one side must lose so that the other can win, each 
side left with the gratification of having worked hard and presented the best 
case possible, as well as, with the camaraderie created by a summer spent with 
thirty other students with similar desire of your own, to eventually practice 
law.  

“I really enjoyed the class and am going to miss it. It is by far one of the 
most memorable classes I have ever had at UNF,” said Moore.   
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Above, from Left to Right: Pre-Law Endowed 
Scholarship Finalists John Moore, Lauren 
Barnes, Erika Wilson and Arielle Schneider 

stand outside the law firm of Holland & Knight. 

Right: Pre-Law Board 
member & UNF grad 
 Stephanie Gramling 
reads over essays by 

the finalists.  
 

Below: Board member 
& County Court Judge 

Eleni Derke reads 
through the finalists’ 

applications. 

Above: Board member & UNF 
grad Kelly Douglass examines 

the finalists’ applications. 
 

Left, from left to right: Board 
Members & Jacksonville 

Attorneys Tom Brown & Peggy 
Baldt also read through the 

finalists’ applications. 

Pre-Law Endowed Scholarship Winners 
(continued from page 14) 

I found out about the Pre-Law Endowed Scholarship first from the 
2007-2008 winner, Maria Crowley, who encouraged me to find out more 
and apply. Mr. Edwards explained the process to me, and I submitted my 
essay and application. My application and essay was forwarded to a panel 
of professors, along with the other applicants, to be evaluated.  Fortunately, 

I, along with three others, made the cut. The last and final step included a 
trip downtown with Mr. Edwards and the other three applicants to the Bank 
of America building and the Holland and Knight law offices for a lunch 
with the Pre-Law Board of Advisers.   

After lunch, all four of us made our three-minute speeches 
explaining who we were and why we deserved the Pre-Law Endowed 
Scholarship. I can honestly say that the competition of my three fellow 
students, all friends of mine, made me incredibly proud and awed to be 
among them. I cannot imagine better competition, or better friends. 
After the four speeches, the board deliberated and chose two winners 
for the two scholarships offered this year, a $1500 one as well as a one 
for $1000.   

It was a trying half hour for all of us as we encouraged each other 
and waited for each of us to finish our speeches, but such an exhilarating moment to 
be told that I had won the $1500! For me, the $1500 Pre-Law Scholarship is money 
for books. It means that I will not have to borrow too many more copies of books that 
I really would love to add to my collection of school texts. It means that I will be able 
to fulfill my dream and move on campus in the Fall. It gives me the freedom to attend 
school and be as involved as I am without having to work 40 hours a week to support 
myself.  

Most importantly, I can pursue my dreams. My 
passion lies in constitutional law. My pursuit lies in 
protecting human rights within the framework of the 
Constitution. My promotion of these ideals will only 
be valid when I know the law about which I am so 
passionate. My plan is to gain an understanding of 

world events and, then, apply a cosmopolitan knowledge of the world to an earnest 
study of law. My preparation for this, during my undergraduate and graduate years, is 
the hard part.  

I want to pursue law to effect 
social change. I want to be in a 
position to address and not just 
lament social injustice, fiscal 
irresponsibility, voter apathy, 
cultural immorality and deviations 
from the intents of the Constitution. 
Right now, right here, is my 
foundation. These undergraduate 
studies are but the stepping stone to 
bigger and better things. This Pre-
Law Endowed Scholarship is 
helping me get there.  
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Pre-Law Student Society 
(continued from page 12) 

As aspects of this vision, the PLSS is not only a great source of law-related assistance to its members but seeks to 
incorporate those who are not members through PLSS events and activities, as well as, giving back to the community by 
volunteering and fundraising.   

Kylee Shaw, the External Vice President, says, “I think there is a high demand for a student society such as PLSS at 
UNF. Many students are looking for information about the legal field and for camaraderie among other students. The 
PLSS has the potential to be a fun and resourceful organization at UNF. As long as we all do our part it can grow and 
create fantastic opportunities for everyone! I am excited to help grow the program in the upcoming year!”   

With the involvement of ambitious, caring and motivated students, the PLSS can grow to do tremendous things and 
we hope that you can be apart of it. 

If you are interested in being a member or just want to check out our meeting we encourage you to come by and 
bring friends. For additional information or if you have any questions about the PLSS, feel free to contact our President, 
Arielle Schneider at arielle.schneider@unf.edu. Also, please email me, the PLSS Secretary, for meeting locations at 
Chelsea.Schuster@unf.edu. 

 
Pre-Law Luncheon 
(continued from page 16) 

In addition, Arielle Schneider, President of the Pre-Law Student Society, presented her candidate of choice, Mike 
Huckabee. Schneider said of Huckabee, “Americans want good, experienced change.” According to Schnieder, 
Huckabee could have provided this “impetus of change.”  

The final speaker, Brittani Raulerson, former Student Government Chief of Staff and UF Levin College of Law 1L, 
discussed Hillary Clinton’s run for the presidency. Specifically, she enumerated Clinton’s stance on a variety of 
pressing issues including the war in Iraq, national security and the economy.  

Many Pre-Law students, UNF faculty members, and Pre-Law Board members were in attendance including College 
of Arts and Sciences Dean Barbara Hetrick, Dr. Borg, Dr. Courtwright, Dr. Plumlee, Judge Derke, UNF graduate Kelly 
Douglass, FCLS student Lesley McKinney, and Jacksonville attorneys Peggy Baldt, John Leombruno, Casey Ratchford, 
and Jo-Ann Yau.  

 
From UNF to Yale J.D. 
(continued from page 18) 

Stebbins then attended Yale Law School, a premiere institution for law studies. Upon her graduation, she was 
offered a position at O'Melveny and Myers Law Firm in Los Angeles. Jessica's time here in Jacksonville reminded the 
UNF students that talent flourishes here. Talent is seen and invested in by involved professors and university leaders. 
Jessica's monumental success is due to her dedication to education as well as the dual involvement of key figures in her 
life and her involvement in the university community.  

First Year in Law School 
(continued from page 19) 
Supplements, separate books pertaining to the subject matter covered in your classes, are extremely valuable because 
they are usually written in layman’s terms and are easier to understand than most casebooks. 

Pre-law students might prepare for their first law school semester by reading over the supplements first so they can 
go in ahead of the curve with a basic understanding of first-year material. Atticus Falcon’s book Planet Law School is 
also a good read, as it covers everything from pre-law preparation to choosing an area of law that’s best for you. For a 
good laugh, watch the Youtube video “Law School Musical.” After seeing the homeless 1L who bleeds 
“reasonableness” and “jurisdiction,” you can rest assured that law school can’t get any worse than that.   

Experiencing UF Law 
(continued from page 20) 

You will be a better person and better lawyer because of them. The legal experience you obtain during law school 
will pay you back ten-fold in the future, and will serve to make your job search exponentially less stressful. 

Good luck, work hard, and, most of all, remember:  life, law school and the practice of law are about the journey, 
not the destination!  
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Above, from left to right: Marsela 
Dervishi and Maria Crowley in 
good humor during one of the 
many protests that take place 

outside Jacksonville’s City Hall. 

Importance of Mentoring 
(continued from page 13) 

The internship at the General Council’s Office (GCO), introduced me to different 
fields of law, which I never knew existed before. At first, it was a challenge to separate 
myself from the usual class lectures and step into the lawyer mode where everything is 
questioned and every detail is carefully analyzed in order to win a case.   

It was an eye opening experience being part of the GCO, which deals with important 
clients like the JEA and the Airport Authority. It was overwhelming at first, but the 
attorneys made us feel at home by sharing their law school and life experiences. The 
attorneys became teachers and tried to provide those of us in the program with 
information about our field and other possible career options. They took us to court 
hearings, trials, and depositions and allowed us to experience such things as tort litigation 
and employment law.  

The GCO introduced me to the reality of lawyering. One major misconception of 
lawyering is the idea that most lawyers use Mongo skills, where the attorney becomes a 
beast and uses trickery to win the case. The reality is most lawyers collaborate with one another and protect their clients by 
having the client’s interest in mind and not their careers.  

At times, being in the office wasn’t as interesting as we would have thought. We didn’t always have depositions to attend 
or other important and exciting tasks to perform. Instead, we would sit for hours and read endless amounts of paper work. 
Even though many times I thought about quitting and giving up law school, when the internship was over, I realized that I 
missed being part of GCO. I missed reading cases and attending trials. I realized that I would never give up the chance to one 
day take the oath of attorney.  

 
To Intern or Not to Intern…? 
(continued from page 13) 

As an intern, I interacted not only with the children, but with their families as well. Through my assignments, I became 
aware of many private issues these families were facing. I learned that some of the children had abusive parents or lived with 
a guardian, because both their parents were in jail or absent for other reasons. As a consequence, some children displayed 
incredible rage and aggression while others were quiet and withdrawn.  

Contrary to my naïve expectation of this internship, it was one of the most difficult “classes” I ever took. The emotional 
impact these families had on me was overwhelming at times. I felt impotent, adhering to a prescribed behavioral program. I 
knew I wasn’t in the professional capacity to fully help them yet, but I began to realize psychology was not my calling. I was 
always thinking of how to help the families legally. I researched the legal remedies available to the abused wife or how could 
the immigrant parents achieve legal status.   

By the end of the semester, all the confidence and certainty I had when I decided to become a psychologist had 
disappeared. I felt lost and worried. Now what? What am I going to do with my life? I couldn’t believe I was back to square 
one. After I calmed down, I realized I had the answer all along. I always wanted to become a lawyer, even before deciding on 
becoming a child psychologist. So, I contacted the UNF Pre-Law Program to get advice on how to prepare myself for law 
school. 

I began my new journey by taking political science classes and getting involved in many of the Pre-Law activities 
organized by the program. I enjoyed the political science curriculum and benefited from the informational Pre-Law 
Luncheons and Forums. However, based on my past experience, I wanted to get some real life legal experience—just in case!  

Through the Pre-Law Program, I learned about an opportunity to intern at the General Counsel’s Office. I was fortunate 
to be accepted to work with such a talented team of attorneys. During my internship, I attended a congressional breakfast, 
observed oral arguments, motion hearings, preliminary injunction hearings, depositions, mediations, risk management 
meetings and criminal trials.  

The oral arguments ranged from divorce cases to intellectual property law disputes. The motion hearings I attended took 
place at the Judge’s chambers and were very brief compared to the preliminary injunction hearings. I sat in on the deposition 
of a JTA bus driver and the mediation of another JTA tort case. I was able to attend several risk management meetings as 
well.  At these meetings, lawyers and risk management officers discuss cases coming up for mediation and trial. Besides 
taking part in these affairs, I also gained practical experience doing research for tort cases, eminent domain, zoning and ethics. 

By the end of the semester I felt a great sense of assurance. I felt confident that a career in law is the path I want to 
follow. Thanks to the internship opportunities UNF made available to me, I gained the tools necessary to make a sound 
decision about my future. 
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I believe UNF I believe UNF I believe UNF I believe UNF 
equips you to make equips you to make equips you to make equips you to make 
your time in collyour time in collyour time in collyour time in college ege ege ege 
whatever you want whatever you want whatever you want whatever you want 

it to be.it to be.it to be.it to be.    

From the Ground Up 
(continued from page 17) 

Today, UNF is a completely different campus experience than it was three years ago and will continue to change in 
the years to come. Our campus changes in accordance with the ideas and outlooks of each new leader, those willing to 
push the boundaries and exceed the expectations which others have set before them.  

Here at the University of North Florida, we have the unique opportunity of being able to mold ourselves into the 
university we want to be. While so many schools around the state are already categorized and seen in certain lights, 
today, tomorrow and the years in front of us will determine the kind of university we are going to be in the future.  

With the kind of faculty and administration that are willing to make dreams into realities, UNF is truly a place 
where everyone has a chance to become a star. This is your time to shine; your time to go the extra mile. UNF is a place 
that gives you all the essential tools to do just that.  

I came to college not knowing anyone outside of my dorm room. Yet, by 
stepping into the unknown, I have been able realize, in part, a dream. From first-
hand experience, I know that within our little UNF world, the opportunity to 
achieve the quintessential American dream is possible.  

It hasn’t been an easy three years. There have been times when I doubted and 
wanted to quit, but I never stopped working, because I truly believe in this 
university. I believe that UNF equips you to make your time in college whatever 
you want it to be.  

Through my involvement in Student Government I have helped start a thriving 
club on campus, become President of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity, President of the Senate, and am now Student 
Body President, all because I wasn’t afraid to work hard. I’m glad that I didn’t let the opportunities that this university 
was offering me pass me by.  

It is with this same work ethic, this same tenacity and this same passion that I hold dear not only for myself, but also 
for this university that I am going to endeavor as Student Body President this next year to come to make UNF even 
better.  

 
Learning a Latte About the Law 
(continued from page 21) 

When he talked about the transfer of risks, Wrenn addressed the topic of indemnity, which he defined as the 
assumption of one party of the liability of another party. Vendors often ask for an indemnity clause in contracts with the 
University. Wrenn referred to insurance as a subset of indemnity. The insurance company assumes the liability risks of 
the insured. 

The Office of the General Counsel, with four attorneys on staff, provides legal representation and support for all 
segments of the University community. Identifying and reducing legal risk to UNF is one of its main goals. 

Negotiable instruments like checks, drafts and promissory notes were the topics at the second "Coffee Talk" in 
April. Copyright law was the subject for the first "Coffee Talk" in March. The subject for this month's event hasn't yet 
been determined. 
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